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The Freehold Borough Board of Education has concluded a thorough search for the next Superintendent of 

Schools and is pleased to announce the anticipated appointment of Dr. Joseph Howe, effective September 1, 

2021, pending the required approval of his employment agreement by the Monmouth County Superintendent 

of Schools.  Dr. Howe currently serves as the Assistant Superintendent for Business and has worked in the 

District since December 1, 2014.  Under the leadership of Dr. Tomazic, he played an integral role in helping 

to address critical funding and facilities issues for our schools.  During his time in Freehold Borough, Dr. 

Howe oversaw a facilities expansion of 50,000 square feet of space for students, assisted in the addition of 

over forty (40) new positions to the faculty and staff, and helped to secure a State funding increase of 

approximately ten million dollars ($10,000,000), nearly doubling the District’s State Aid.   

 

Statement from Board President Mr. Jensen: 

 

The most important job of a school board member is the hiring of a Superintendent of Schools.  Upon learning 

of Dr. Tomazic’s retirement, the Board set forth a deliberative process to find his successor.  The Board sought 

input from a number of different stakeholder groups on qualities the community seeks in the next 

Superintendent.  A few common qualities emerged, including building upon the groundwork that has been laid 

to get our schools to full funding from the State so that the children of Freehold Borough can get the thorough 

and efficient education that they deserve, and have a plan of action for academic recovery for students that 

have fallen behind due to the issues from COVID-19. The Board, as well as the stakeholders, also wanted to 

maintain an open, transparent, and honest relationship with the faculty, staff, community, and the Board that 

Dr Tomazic has established in his tenure.  After collecting resumes and interviewing several candidates, Dr. 

Joseph Howe emerged as the top candidate with all those qualities.  Over the past seven (7) years, Dr. Howe 

worked closely with Dr. Tomazic and has been an integral member of the school district’s cohesive leadership 

team.  In the coming year, the Board along with Dr. Howe as Superintendent, hopes to restart a strategic 

planning process to shape a vision for our schools that will carry the community several years into the future.     

 

Statement from Dr. Howe: 

 

I am truly humbled and honored to be selected by the Board of Education as the community’s next 

Superintendent of Schools. What sets Freehold Borough apart is we have all the elements necessary for a 

successful school district in place: a Board of Education committed to the entire school community; faculty, 

staff, and administrators dedicated to all students; students and parents who are engaged with the schools; and 

elected officials and community members from throughout the Borough who care deeply about the school 

system.  While the role of a Superintendent is to lead the school district, it is very much a support position in 

helping to provide our students, faculty, and staff with the resources they need to be successful.  I sincerely 

thank Dr. Tomazic for his mentorship over the years and hope to continue his legacy of excellence for the 

Freehold Borough School District.  While I may not be new to our schools, I will be new to this position, so I 

encourage anyone interested in our schools to share their thoughts with me on the future of the district.  I look 

forward to working with the entire school community. 
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